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The Roman cult of Mithras was the most widely-dispersed and densely-distributed cult throughout the
expanse of the Roman Empire from the end of the first until the fourth century AD, rivaling the early growth
and development of Christianity during the same period. As its membership was largely drawn from the
ranks of the military, its spread, but not its popularity is attributable largely to military deployments and re-
deployments. Although mithraists left behind no written archival evidence, there is an abundance of
iconographic finds. The only characteristic common to all Mithraic temples were the fundamental
architecture of their design, and the cult image of Mithras slaying a bull. How were these two features so
faithfully transmitted through the Empire by a non-centralized, non-hierarchical religious movement? The
Minds of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras addresses these
questions as well as the relationship of Mithraism to Christianity, explanations of the significance of the
tauroctony and of the rituals enacted in the mithraea, and explanations for the spread of Mithraism (and for
its resistance in a few places).

The unifying theme throughout is an investigation of the 'mind' of those engaged in the cult practices of this
widespread ancient religion. These investigations represent traditional historical methods as well as more
recent studies employing the insights of the cognitive sciences, demonstrating that cognitive historiography
is a valuable methodological tool.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Nathan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman
Cult of Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) book is readable through you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific
Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you continue to thinking The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of
Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Lynn Hardie:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and
Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) as
the daily resource information.

William Copeland:

The reason why? Because this The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult
of Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Patricia Coulter:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their passion. They



just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Mind of
Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion:
Inquiry and Explanation) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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