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In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Americans were faced with the challenges and uncertainties
of a new era. The comfortable Victorian values of continuity, progress, and order clashed with the unsettling
modern notions of constant change, relative truth, and chaos. Attempting to embrace the intellectual
challenges of modernism, American thinkers of the day were yet reluctant to welcome the wholesale
rejection of the past and destruction of traditional values.

In Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880–1900, George Cotkin surveys the intellectual
life of this crucial transitional period. His story begins with the Darwinian controversies, since the
mainstream of American culture was just beginning to come to grips with the implications of the Origins of
Species, published in 1859. Cotkin demonstrates the effects of this shift in thinking on philosophy,
anthropology, and the newly developing field of psychology. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of these
fields, he explains clearly and concisely the essential tenets of such major thinkers and writers as William
James, Franz Boas, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Henry Adams, and Kate Chopin. Throughout this fascinating,
readable history of the American fin de siècle run the contrasting themes of continuity and change, faith and
rationalism, despair over the meaninglessness of life and, ultimately, a guarded optimism about the future.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Reluctant Modernism: American
Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roger Lindsey:

The actual book Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Reluctant Modernism:
American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

David Bostick:

Exactly why? Because this Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reluctant Modernism:
American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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