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The emergence of Islam in the seventh century AD still polarises scholars who seek to separate religious
truth from the historical reality with which it is associated. However, history and prophecy are not solely
defined by positive evidence or apocalyptic truth, but by human subjects, who consider them to convey
distinct messages and in turn make these messages meaningful to others. These messages are mutually
interdependent, and analysed together provide new insights into history.

It is by way of this concept that Olof Heilo presents the decline of the Eastern Roman Empire as a key to
understanding the rise of Islam; two historical processes often perceived as distinct from one another.
Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam highlights significant convergences between Early Islam and the Late
Ancient world. It suggests that Islam’s rise is a feature of a common process during which tensions between
imperial ambitions and apocalyptic beliefs in Europe and the Middle East cut straight across today’s
theological and political definitions. The conquests of Islam, the emergence of the caliphate, and the
transformation of the Roman and Christian world are approached from both prophetic anticipations in the
Ancient and Late Ancient world, and from the Medieval and Modern receptions of history. In the shadow of
their narratives it becomes possible to trace the outline of a shared history of Christianity and Islam. The
"Dark Ages" thus emerge not merely as a tale of sound and fury, but as an era of openness, diversity and
unexpected possibilities.

Approaching the rise of Islam as a historical phenomenon, this book opens new perspectives in the study of
early religion and philosophy, as well as providing a valuable resource for students and scholars of Islamic
Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

The book Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam: History and Prophecy (Culture and Civilization in the Middle
East) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam: History and Prophecy (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Dorothy Shuler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a reserve. The book Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam: History and Prophecy (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book features high quality.

Dianne Tripp:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam:
History and Prophecy (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Gregory Goolsby:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam: History and Prophecy (Culture
and Civilization in the Middle East). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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