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From the acclaimed author of Wicked River comes Storm Kings, a riveting tale of supercell tornadoes and the
quirky, pioneering, weather-obsessed scientists whose discoveries created the science of modern
meteorology.
 
While tornadoes have occasionally been spotted elsewhere, only the central plains of North America have
the perfect conditions for their creation. For the early settlers the sight of a funnel cloud was an unearthly
event. They called it the “Storm King,” and their descriptions bordered on the supernatural: it glowed green
or red, it whistled or moaned or sang. In Storm Kings, Lee Sandlin explores America’s fascination with and
unique relationship to tornadoes. From Ben Franklin’s early experiments to the “great storm war” of the
nineteenth century to heartland life in the early twentieth century, Sandlin re-creates with vivid descriptions
some of the most devastating storms in America’s history, including the Tri-state Tornado of 1925 and the
Peshtigo “fire tornado,” whose deadly path of destruction was left encased in glass.
 
Drawing on memoirs, letters, eyewitness testimonies, and archives, Sandlin brings to life the forgotten
characters and scientists who changed a nation—including James Espy, America’s first meteorologist, and
Colonel John Park Finley, who helped place a network of weather “spotters” across the country. Along the
way, Sandlin details the little-known but fascinating history of the National Weather Service, paints a vivid
picture of the early Midwest, and shows how successive generations came to understand, and finally coexist
with, the spiraling menace that could erase lives and whole towns in an instant.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Storm Kings: The Untold
History of America's First Tornado Chasers is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Pete Dominguez:

This book untitled Storm Kings: The Untold History of America's First Tornado Chasers to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Judy Finley:

The actual book Storm Kings: The Untold History of America's First Tornado Chasers has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lamar Carr:

Beside this Storm Kings: The Untold History of America's First Tornado Chasers in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Storm Kings: The Untold History of America's First Tornado
Chasers because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and also read it from currently!
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