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ABOUT THE BOOK

At its core, Julie Otsukas novel When the Emperor Was Divine is a story about characters, and she portrays
them beautifully. With simplicity, distance, and precise attention to the details of the era, she draws on
universal human emotions to create individuals whose experiences, thoughts, and perceptions open a window
to the history of a troubling time in Americas history.

The story begins in 1942, after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor during World War II, and it follows four
members of one Japanese-American family as they leave their home in Berkeley, CA, and endure more than
three years as internees in War Relocation Camps. Otsuka captures the guilt and shame, confusion and
resignation that they feel, as they suffer indignities and loss resulting from the fears and prejudice of others,
which theyve done nothing to deserve.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Judith M. Wilson is a writer, editor, and award-winning journalist. She and her husband live in Northern
California with their family. Her interests include travel, learning languages, good food, and long walks.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Its spring, 1942 and a sunny day in Berkeley, CA, as an unnamed woman sets out to return a book to the
library. The day starts out pleasant enough, but then suddenly, everything changes. Overnight, signs have
appeared everywherein store windows, at the entrance to buildings, and stapled at eye level, to every
telephone pole along University Avenue. The woman looks at one in the window of the post office and goes
home. She never reaches the library.

The woman is Japanese, and the United States is at war with Japan. The government believes that people of
Japanese ethnicity who live in the coastal states of the western United States are a threat and is rounding
them up and placing them in isolated internment camps inland.

The authorities had taken her husband into custody the day after the attack on Peal Harbor, and he had
already been sent to a camp out of state. Now she has learned that the rest of the family is about to be
relocated. She spends the following days packing, deciding what to keep and what to throw out, and
attending to the details, as she gets her family ready to leave their home for an unknown destination and an
undetermined period of time.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's
When the Emperor Was Divine had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the
Emperor Was Divine is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine. You never sense lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Frances Savage:

This Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor
Was Divine can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Timothy Bennington:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's When the
Emperor Was Divine book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Quicklet - Julie Otsuka's
When the Emperor Was Divine as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Ronnie Miller:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Quicklet - Julie
Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
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