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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters of the German nation.
Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in
1871, when Wilhelm I was proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define the new nation. Otto von
Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism
and military prowess. Many Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program
to break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-Catholic policies did not
destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather, they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to
the Protestant and liberal visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her discovery of Catholics who
favored a more “feminine” alternative to Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-
Semitism, energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what we know about
religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeanne Gonzales:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources in
it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in receiving
any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help folks out of
this uncertainty Information particularly this Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Edward Doucet:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marilyn Urquhart:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.
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