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In this set of theories, the religious mind is one consequence of a brain that is large enough to formulate
religious and philosophical ideas. During human evolution, the hominid brain tripled in size, peaking
500,000 years ago. Much of the brain's expansion took place in the neocortex. This part of the brain is
involved in processing higher order cognitive functions that are connected with human religiosity. Robin
Dunbar argues that the critical event in the evolution of the neocortex took place at the speciation of archaic
homo sapiens about 500,000 years ago. His study indicates that only after the speciation event is the
neocortex large enough to process complex social phenomena such as language and religion. The study is
based on a regression analysis of neocortex size plotted against a number of social behaviors of living and
extinct hominids. Stephen Jay Gould suggests that religion may have grown out of evolutionary changes
which favored larger brains as a means of cementing group coherence among savannah hunters, after that
larger brain enabled reflection on the inevitability of personal mortality. Lewis Wolpert argues that causal
beliefs that emerged from tool use played a major role in the evolution of belief. The manufacture of
complex tools requires creating a mental image of an object which does not exist naturally before actually
making the artifact. Religion requires a system of symbolic communication, such as language, to be
transmitted from one individual to another. Philip Lieberman states "human religious thought and moral
sense clearly rest on a cognitive-linguistic base". From this premise science writer Nicholas Wade states:
"Like most behaviors that are found in societies throughout the world, religion must have been present in the
ancestral human population before the dispersal from Africa 50,000 years ago. Although religious rituals
usually involve dance and music, they are also very verbal, since the sacred truths have to be stated. If so,
religion, at least in its modern form, cannot pre-date the emergence of language. It has been argued earlier
that language attained its modern state shortly before the exodus from Africa. If religion had to await the
evolution of modern, articulate language, then it too would have emerged shortly before 50,000 years ago."
This book presents a discussion of the facts surrounding the evolution of human belief systems.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Evolutionary Origin of Religion: " How Belief
Systems Change Over Time " as the daily resource information.

Catherine Riddle:

The reserve with title The Evolutionary Origin of Religion: " How Belief Systems Change Over Time " has a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Evolutionary Origin of Religion: " How Belief Systems
Change Over Time " can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Kenneth Garrison:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Evolutionary Origin of Religion: " How Belief
Systems Change Over Time " was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Evolutionary Origin of Religion: " How Belief Systems Change Over Time " has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
that.
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