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On September 13, 1912, the day of Emperor Meiji's funeral, General Nogi Maresuke committed ritual
suicide by seppuku (disembowelment). The revered military hero's wife joined in his act of junshi
("following one's lord into death"). The violence of their double suicide shocked the nation. Doris Bargen, in
the first half of her book, demonstrates that the deeper significance of Nogi's action must be sought in his
personal history, enmeshed as it was in the tumultuous politics of the Meiji period. In the second half of
"Suicidal Honor", Bargen turns to the extraordinary influence of the Nogis' deaths on two of Japan's greatest
writers, Mori Ogai and Natsume Soseki. Ogai's historical fiction is a profound meditation on the significance
of ritual suicide in a time of historical transition. The protagonist of Kokoro, Soseki's masterpiece, refers to
the general's junshi before taking his own life. Scholars routinely mention this reference, but Bargen
demonstrates the ways in which Soseki's agonized response to Nogi's suicide structures the entire novel. By
exploring the historical and literary legacies of Nogi, Ogai, and Soseki from an interdisciplinary perspective,
"Suicidal Honor" illuminates Japan's prolonged and painful transition from the idealized heroic world of
samurai culture to the mundane anxieties of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hartwick:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of
Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki to read.

Kelly Cruz:

Typically the book Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Johnny Relyea:

The book untitled Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Suicidal Honor: General Nogi
And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Sheila Messina:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This guide Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume
Soseki was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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