
Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas,
and Moral Conflict

John Burt

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0674050185
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0674050185
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0674050185


Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral
Conflict

John Burt

Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict John Burt

In 1858, challenger Abraham Lincoln debated incumbent Stephen Douglas seven times in the race for a U.S.
Senate seat from Illinois. More was at stake than slavery in those debates. In Lincoln’s Tragic Pragmatism,
John Burt contends that the very legitimacy of democratic governance was on the line. In a United States
stubbornly divided over ethical issues, the overarching question posed by the Lincoln-Douglas debates has
not lost its urgency: Can a liberal political system be used to mediate moral disputes? And if it cannot, is
violence inevitable?

As they campaigned against each other, both Lincoln and Douglas struggled with how to behave when an
ethical conflict as profound as the one over slavery strained the commitment upon which democracy
depends?namely, to rule by both consent and principle. This commitment is not easily met, because what
conscience demands and what it is able to persuade others to consent to are not always the same. While
Lincoln ultimately avoided a politics of morality detached from consent, and Douglas avoided a politics of
expediency devoid of morality, neither found a way for liberalism to mediate the conflict of slavery.

That some disputes seemed to lie beyond the horizon of deal-making and persuasion and could be settled
only by violence revealed democracy’s limitations. Burt argues that the unresolvable ironies at the center of
liberal politics led Lincoln to discover liberalism’s tragic dimension?and ultimately led to war. Burt’s
conclusions demand reevaluations of Lincoln and Douglas, the Civil War, and democracy itself.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism:
Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?

Edward Knudsen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas,
and Moral Conflict ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas,
and Moral Conflict is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict. You never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Christopher Larsen:

The experience that you get from Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict could
be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas,
and Moral Conflict giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Lincoln's
Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict instantly.

Angela Souther:

This Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism:
Lincoln, Douglas, and Moral Conflict can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism: Lincoln, Douglas, and



Moral Conflict forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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