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This book originated in the summer of 2006, in the burial ground of the First Church of Chrigt,
Congregational, of East Haddam, Connecticut, where ateam of forensic scientists began excavating the
graves of two emancipated daves, Venture Smith (d. 1805) and his wife, Marget (d. 1809). Those requesting
this remarkabl e investigation were the Smiths' direct descendants, members of the eighth, ninth, tenth, and
eleventh generations, who were determined to honor the bicentennial of their founding ancestor's death by
discovering everything possible about hislife. Opening burial plotsin the hope of recovering DNA for
genealogical tracing proved a compelling first step.

But what began as a scientific inquiry into African origins rapidly evolved into an unparalleled
interdisciplinary collaboration between historians, literary analysts, geographers, genealogists,
anthropol ogists, political philosophers, genomic biologists, and, perhaps most revealingly, a poet. Their
common goal has been to reconstruct the life of an extraordinary African American and to assay its
implications for the sprawling, troubled eighteenth-century world of racial exploitation over which he
triumphed. This volume displays the rich results of that collaboration.

A highly intelligent, deeply self-motivated and immensely energetic slave transported from Africa, Venture
Smith transformed himself through unstinting labor into a respectable Connecticut citizen, a successful
entrepreneur, and the liberator of other enslaved African Americans. As James O. Horton emphasizesin his
foreword to this volume, "Venture Smith's sagais a gift to all who seek to understand the complex racia
beginnings of America. It helpsto connect the broad American story with the stories of many Americans
whose livesillustrate the national struggleto live out the national ideals.”

In addition to Horton and volume editor James Brewer Stewart, contributors include Cameron Blevins,

Vincent Carretta, Anna Mae Duane, Robert P. Forbes, Anne L. Hiskes, Paul Lovejoy, Marilyn Nelson, David
Richardson, Chandler B. Saint, Linda Strausbaugh, Kevin Tulimieri, and John Wood Sweset.
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From reader reviews:
Evelyn Blow:

This book untitled Venture Smith and the Business of Slavery and Freedom to be one of several bookswhich
best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Jesica Demar co:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Venture Smith and the Business of
Slavery and Freedom reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Venture Smith and the Business of
Slavery and Freedom as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you haveto listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Eric Sanders:

Beside this particular Venture Smith and the Business of Slavery and Freedom in your phone, it might give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got hereis fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you fedl like an outdated peoplelivein
narrow village. It is good thing to have Venture Smith and the Business of Slavery and Freedom because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find
this book and read it from now!

Steven Miller:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Venture Smith and the Business of
Slavery and Freedom or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Venture Smith and the Business of Slavery and Freedom to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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