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Since the guitar was first electrified in the 1930s, it has become an American icon and has transformed the
soundtrack of our lives with its wide range of sounds?from seductive twang to howling distortion. Relatively
inexpensive, easy to learn, and fun to play, the electric guitar is a truly democratic instrument. Millions have
purchased Rickenbackers, Gibsons, Fenders, and other brands of guitars over the decades, fueling daydreams
of fame and fortune.

In The Electric Guitar: A History of an American Icon, scholars working in American studies, business
history, the history of technology, and musicology come together to explore the electric guitar's importance
as an invention and its peculiar place in American culture. Documenting the critical and ever-evolving
relationship among inventors, craftsmen, musicians, businessmen, music writers, and fans, the contributors
look at the guitar not just as an instrument, but as a mass-produced consumer good that changed the sound of
popular music and the self image of musicians.

Avoiding the familiar stories, The Electric Guitar covers the careers and influence of guitar heroes such as
Buddy Holly and Jimi Hendrix, but it also looks at lesser known but equally influential guitarists, such as
Sister Rosetta Tharpe and Ike Turner. It also explains the importance of record producers such as Lee
Hazlewood, effects pioneers like Roger Mayer, and electronics engineers such as Jim Marshall?all of whom
played vital parts in constructing the sounds we associate with the electric guitar. From inventor's workbench
to factory floor to recording studio, André Millard and his colleagues trace the development of the
instrument, its use across musical genres, and its profound impact on popular culture and American identity.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Electric Guitar: A
History of an American Icon. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Wilhelmina Kane:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Electric
Guitar: A History of an American Icon, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Thomas Paris:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely The Electric Guitar: A History of an American Icon.

Ronald Dotson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Electric Guitar: A
History of an American Icon that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Electric Guitar: A History of an American
Icon become your current starter.
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