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Helicopters patrolled low over the city, filming blocks of burning cars and buildings, mobs breaking into
storefronts, and the vicious beating of truck driver Reginald Denny. For a week in April 1992, Los Angeles
transformed into a cityscape of rage, purportedly due to the exoneration of four policemen who had beaten
Rodney King. It should be no surprise that such intense anger erupted from something deeper than a single
incident.

In The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins, Brenda Stevenson tells the dramatic story of an earlier trial, a
turning point on the road to the 1992 riot. On March 16, 1991, fifteen-year-old Latasha Harlins, an African
American who lived locally, entered the Empire Liquor Market at 9172 South Figueroa Street in South
Central Los Angeles. Behind the counter was a Korean woman named Soon Ja Du. Latasha walked to the
refrigerator cases in the back, took a bottle of orange juice, put it in her backpack, and approached the cash
register with two dollar bills in her hand-the price of the juice. Moments later she was face-down on the floor
with a bullet hole in the back of her head, shot dead by Du. Joyce Karlin, a Jewish Superior Court judge
appointed by Republican Governor Pete Wilson, presided over the resulting manslaughter trial. A jury
convicted Du, but Karlin sentenced her only to probation, community service, and a $500 fine. The author
meticulously reconstructs these events and their aftermath, showing how they set the stage for the explosion
in 1992.

An accomplished historian at UCLA, Stevenson explores the lives of each of these three women-Harlins, Du,
and Karlin-and their very different worlds in rich detail. Through the three women, she not only reveals the
human reality and social repercussions of this triangular collision, she also provides a deep history of
immigration, ethnicity, and gender in modern America. Massively researched, deftly written, The Contested
Murder of Latasha Harlins will reshape our understanding of race, ethnicity, gender, and-above all-justice in
modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

The book The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots
for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
book The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Sheila Seim:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides.
It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be The
Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots.

James Edgar:

The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins
of the LA Riots yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Homer Gardner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins:
Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the



outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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