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This book offers reconstructions of various syntactic properties of Proto-Germanic, including verb position
in main clauses, the syntax of the wh-system, and the (non-)occurrence of null pronominal subjects and
objects. Although previous studies have looked at the lexical and phonological reconstruction of Proto-
Germanic, little is currently known about the syntax of the language, and it has even been argued that the
reconstruction of syntax is impossible.

Dr Walkden uses extensive evidence from the early Germanic languages - Old English, Old High German,
Old Saxon, Old Norse, and Gothic - to show that syntactic reconstruction is not only possible but also
profitable. He argues that while the reconstruction of syntax differs from lexical-phonological reconstruction
due to the so-called 'correspondence problem', this is not insurmountable. In fact, the approach taken in
current Minimalist theories, in which syntactic variation is attributed to the properties of lexical items, opens
the door for syntactic reconstruction as lexical reconstruction. The book also discusses practical solutions for
circumventing the correspondence problem, in particular the use of both distributional properties of lexical
items and the phonological forms of such items in order to establish cognacy.

The book will be of interest to historical linguists working on syntactic reconstruction and the Germanic
languages, from graduate level upwards, as well as to advanced students of syntactic change more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic
(Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) was making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Syntactic
Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Syntactic
Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics). You never
really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Christen Arnold:

Typically the book Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Aaron Edgington:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-
Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) e-book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in
Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Christie Rich:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) when you essential it?
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