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When William Freehling's Prelude to Civil War first appeared in 1965 it was immediately hailed as a
brilliant and incisive study of the origins of the Civil War. Book Week called it "fresh, exciting, and
convincing," while The Virginia Quarterly Review praised it as, quite simply, "history at its best." It was
equally well-received by historical societies, garnering the Allan Nevins History Prize as well as a Bancroft
Prize, the most prestigious history award of all. Now once again available, Prelude to Civil War is still the
definitive work on the subject, and one of the most important in ante-bellum studies.
It tells the story of the Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, describing how from 1816 to 1836
aristocratic planters of the Palmetto State tumbled from a contented and prosperous life of elegant balls and
fine Madeira wines to a world rife with economic distress, guilt over slavery, and apprehension of slave
rebellion. It shows in compelling detail how this reversal of fortune led the political leaders of South
Carolina down the path to ever more radical states rights doctrines: in 1832 they were seeking to nullify
federal law by refusing to obey it; four years later some of them were considering secession.
As the story unfolds, we meet a colorful and skillfully drawn cast of characters, among them John C.
Calhoun, who hoped nullifcation would save both his highest priority, slavery, and his next priority, union;
President Andrew Jackson, who threatened to hang Calhoun and lead federal troops into South Carolina;
Denmark Vesey, who organized and nearly brought off a slave conspiracy; and Martin Van Buren, the "Little
Magician," who plotted craftily to replace Calhoun in Jackson's esteem. These and other important figures
come to life in these pages, and help to tell a tale--often in their own words--central to an understanding of
the war which eventually engulfed the United States.
Demonstrating how a profound sensitivity to the still-shadowy slavery issue--not serious economic problems
alone--led to the Nullification Controversy, Freehling revises many theories previously held by historians.
He describes how fear of abolitionists and their lobbying power in Congress prompted South Carolina's
leaders to ban virtually any public discussion of the South's "peculiar institution," and shows that while the
Civil War had many beginnings, none was more significant than this single, passionate controversy.
Written in a lively and eminently readable style, Prelude to Civil War is must reading for anyone trying to
discover the roots of the conflict that soon would tear the Union apart.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

This Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836 book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South
Carolina, 1816-1836 without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina,
1816-1836 can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification
Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836 having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Randy Anderson:

The reserve with title Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind
of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Diane Merryman:

This Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836 is new way for you
who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Prelude
to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836 can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Gloria White:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification
Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836 or others sources were given information for you. After you know



how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South
Carolina, 1816-1836 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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